FLOORSTANDING
LOUDSPEAKERS

Focal

Theva N°2

ta polnt where many
rivals are reducing the
number al different ranges
they produce and having
each cover a wider price paint, Focal
lowrks b0 be taking the exact opposite
approach. Having released the Vestin
miodels, it kas now ndded the Theva
mnge, which sits below and overlaps
gpaite considerably. Some of this is
dowm 10 the role that Focal sees onch
range performing. The Theva lineup
includes mare in the way of dedicared
AV offerings, bur the Theva N2 - the
smallést floorstander in the range - is
very much almed at stereo buyers.
This b because, unlegue 10 the seres,
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the N°2 uses 130mm erivers mther
than the barlier 1e5mm design
emploved everywhere else. This
ervisintis the resulting calsinet ls
slimmer and more compact when
compared with the beefier Thevn N73,
Your could realistically consider using
the Theva N2 in gpaces whese the
larger Focal floostnnders would
ilmost cerminly be a bt boo much

af n good thing,

There are three 1 3mm drivers in
each enclosere. As in the Vestin mnge,
these are all ‘Slatefiber’ cones of the
type first seem in the outgoing Chom
mecsfiels, These contaln nio actual state
al nry Kind and ane im fncy heavily

compressed carbon fbee struds.
‘While they are all the same size. the
ihiee drivers are not mechanically
identical, Two are used as bais
drivers, tnking the ame feed from the
crossover. The third is o dedicated
midrnge, opermting berween 280Hz
and 2.9kHz where it chosses over (o
the vweeter. It can be idendified by o
lifferent dust cap o the bass drivers.
Thee tweeter is an inverted dome of
ahuminivm and magnesivm that uses
1q|-=|'x'n=lnn mnde all @ material calbed
Poran, which is not o dissimilar 1o
miemory fom. Different o the deslgn
used in the Vestlia models, the shape
is elomer in configrration 1o the
Lyl B type used b the more
expensive ranges and sk in o challow
waveguide. The four drivers give a
ipinted Frequency response of
53Hz-2AkH | thar lower fiygue
leeks ke o very sale estimante. In the
grent Focal rradithon, the Theva N2
is single-wirkng only with o pair of
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In imaterially slmpler than the one that
wais wsed kn che Vestlas, bu It 18

Thetweeter has
asweetness and
fluency thatis very
similar to the Vestia

tonatbiebess solid wwd well mads. A

ur port helps with low-ead

, bt the bare Is sulliciently
the percelvable flow from
it s falrly low and while I'd coundl
agains jomming the Theva N2 in oo
carner, it proves o be firly relaed
about placement during resing. The
cabinet |8 designed 1o be wsed in
combination with o plinth that
imiparts o pear lean 1o the cabinet o
heelp with time alignment, This has
the e effect of also reducing the
visunl mass of the speaker ar the same
time, The plimih is supplied with bath
spikes and rownded feat, which is a
mice 1wuch,

The wverall design 1s visually simpler
than the Vesta models. It does
without the side cheeks and cenire
setio different finlshes and
dherndls the sharper cormers all
podnit to m loweer price. Impomant by,
theaugh, it is 0 good-looking option,
The rearward il and slender enbimet
result in o speaker with ebegant
proportions thit will sit comfortabily
in most spaces. This is helped by
some well-judped finishes. A
full-length grille ks also suppdicd with
calour varying depending an finksh.
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Sound quality
The most immediacely notkceahle
uspect of the performance i that
the quated rall-off figure of 53Hz
is n comsiderable under: ment.
thils test environmem | comiomalily
break 401Hz before any meaningful
rollaff ocours, which lends the Thevi
M seale v impact thae you'd
e o serlously good stusimeount
o get aywhere near, Combined
with its generally reom-friendly
behavious, thisis a very tractable
way of ensuring

Beyond slmple scale, it comidnes
this lmpact with all the speed and
ngiliey that | lnve come 0 assochine
with the company’s sandmount
ottt Thee very Led Zeppelin-esque
Pregce | Mol by Gow't Mule is o
njoyable lisien here,
ar percussion [ delivered
with the sanwe speed and agllity |
s enjoyed in the Yestla 2] and it
ensures that nothing | play sodmds
in any wiay sliggish. This nbility to
hanele hgh-dempa material haen't
e Lsnaight wt the expenss of
deblency mt less ballisshe tempos,
elther. The way thi (0 deltly hanadles
the plucked biss in Interfisde 3 on
Snrnh Jarose's beautiil e Heron
Sadret I Nowyings and wnlosced in
preseniation, Lo s ihily .ruh:* |1
how It srops and sirs

The aiber todewarthy anen i i

mibdrange driver, It achieves tho alngle

st importam goal of any such
dlriveer b thuk v el ditermine
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wien it Beging wd ends b (reguency
response, but the effect on wonality
and overall renlism |8 mpressive. It
ensures thist Chirls Thile's superh
nake an The Wreck O The Bdmund
Fitzgerold is wonderfully immediae
and largely free of angy perception of
a cabdnet being involved. For all the
Iden af it being older technology, e
twsetir his a sweetness and fluency
theat ks very similar to the Vestia,

The only miste of cowtion ks that
whis I8 not & quick fix to boost the
performanos of every affordable
system, The ulk of 1esting occurs
with a Cambridze Auwdio B ]
lang serving and capable reference,
Same brlel 1eas with 4 more
affordnbie Regn Brio (HFC 422) are
it w0 successful, The reason for this
scems to stem from the currem
demands of the Fecal, The clalmed
sensirivity of 9048, doem’t seem
oo far adrift of what the speaker
achieves in this space, but while the
level doesn't suffer, some of tha
low-end authority does. The amp you
wse with the Theva N2 doesn't need
1o be as pricey as the Edge A, bot it
will need respectable current delivery
1o mnke this Noarstander wruly sing,
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Conclusion

Soare this, wd you have a farmidalde
\rf.ll.h‘-l thnt doesn't do much wrong
Coming so soon ifter the Vestia, the
meat notewortiy aspedt of the Theva
M2 s fusi how close the maone
affordable model gets and that,
divested of its multl-channe! dutles

It gt arguably be more fun, 11y
re looking for o spenker thot can
deliver a big, confident nnd enguging
soumd in spreces that some rivals
right struggle in, congratulations,
youve found a warthy contender, ES
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