QED

XT25 loudspeaker cable

DEVELOPED AS A first-step
upgrade, the XT25 employs a
variation on QED’s X-Tube technology;
designed to maximise the usable
cross-sectional area of the cable
across the audio frequency spectrum
without substantially increasing the
overall size of the cable. QED
recognises that a low DC resistance is
important for high-fidelity signal
transfer. To achieve this, the X25 uses
10 groups of 19 strands of 0.13mm
diameter 99.999 percent oxygen-free
copper. These are twisted around a
hollow central core of low-density
polyethylene to achieve a practical
cross-sectional area of 2.5mm?. This
is claimed to achieve a lowering

of impedance compared with a
traditional large cross-sectional area
twin-core cable. The copper cable

is covered in an aluminium Mylar
sheath and finished off in a clear
low-density polyethylene jacket.

My review sample is fitted with
4mm banana plugs at both ends and
T use it to connect 300B PSE valve
monoblocks to PRO 9TL transmission
line loudspeakers. Even though the
review sample cable has already been
used for the requisite number of
hours, I run the cables in again
before any listening starts.

Timeto letrip
After a couple of days in situ, T kick
off listening with Andre Previn’s
recording of Carl Orff’s Carmina
Burana performed by the London
Symphony Orchestra. When the full
orchestra and chorus are really
letting rip in the first movement, the
cable has no difficulty communicating
all that energy to my loudspeakers.
The vocals are clear and full bodied
without any tendency to mask the
delicate instruments. The subtle
tinkling of the triangle is clear in the
background and the overall sound
is one of great refinement with an
engaging musicality.

Next up is a sonata in G major
by Scarlatti performed by George
Malcolm on the harpsichord. I find
myself totally captivated by the
intimate playing while the silences
between phrases are almost eerily
quiet, indicating that the noise floor
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is kept very low. The natural decays of
each note of the harpsichord add to
the realism of the reproduction and the
musical edges of each note are clear
and well defined.

David Bowie’s The Next Day reveals
very clear vocals that are in no way
overpowered by the pounding drums
or guitar accompaniments. Bowie’s
unmistakable voice is reproduced
authentically. The bass in particular is
extremely well controlled, supporting
the manufacturer’s claim that the
XT25’s low resistance contributes to
helping the power amplifier control
the bass frequencies. Even though the
recording is quite loud, the cable takes
it in its stride and all the elements that
make up the music remain clearly
defined, rather than blending together
to produce a cacophony of sound.

There is nothing quite like a good
dose of Beethoven to test out the
various elements of an audio system,
so next I switch to a great recording
of Beethoven’s Symphony No.9
performed by the Berlin Philharmonic
and conducted by Herbert von
Karajan. After the initial quietness at
the beginning of the first movement

the music bursts into an exuberant
crescendo. The XT25 has no problems
with the huge dynamic range of this
recording, and I never have any sense
that the cables are being overloaded.
As with Carmina Burana, the singers
are really clear when they join the
orchestra for the final movement

and the sound never veers into the
dreaded choral mush of noise that
reveals a poor performer. Instead,
there is just open sound that’s easy to
listen to, together with a wonderful
sense of spaciousness. The crystal-
clear top end is balanced by a
splendidly full and uninhibited bass.

X hits the spot

With a jazz version of J S Bach’s
Prelude in C Minor sung by The
Swingle Singers, all of the infectious
excitement of the performers is
transmitted to my speakers, and the
pace is well maintained with fast
rhythmic pulses on the drums. At the
price, the XT25 performs brilliantly
across a wide range of music and
comes superbly packaged and makes
aviable challenger to any entry-level
speaker cable offering. NR
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