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Yamaha A-53200
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UK Ltd.
0344 811G

uk yamah

Big hitter

Offering large-scale dynamics for medium-level money, Yamaha's

CONNECTIONS

they are invariably different, The
A-53200 is a textbook example

of a traditional large, full-feature
integrated from the land of the rising
sun. Unlike so many of its price rivals,
it's totally devoid of streaming or
even DAC functionality. This is

an unapclogetically old-school
integrated, complete with MM/MC
phono input and headphone output

- almost as if this brave new world of
networked digital audio had never
happened. Persomally, 1 rather Tike it

t people who
are serious about the subject will
already have their favourite DAC
and/or streamer, anyway:

It's not quite top-tier famaha's
product portfolio — that particular
accolade is reserved for the 5000
series — bur still sports a lot of
feamres from the company’s flagship

The A-53200's bass
is big and solid, but
importantly has
next tonooverhang

like that — because mo

electronics, For example, it uses a
fully balanced circuit with floating
amplifier design 1o minimise ground
n discrete headphone amplifier

and custom feet. A large, low-flux
leakage toroidal transformer is fitted,
careful mechanical grounding is
apparent and thick intemal wiring
is used. ‘PC-Triple C' pure copper
continuous crystal cables are
employed for the loudspeaker feeds
from the power amplifier section.
Carefully chosen components
including four large 22,000uF/63V
block eapacitors are fired, complete
with brass screws.

- & - : Earthing paat for
A-S3200 integrated packs a punch. David Price rolls with it O
O MM/MC
phana inputs
here are many things A few years ago, the company made pre-power products, me © 8l
happening now that a major push into the market, offering company offers the full ‘urain set’ of ALR inparts
| never imagined 25 me blend of quality audiophile hi-fi separates now, o rea
years ago - not least the t it did way back in the In my experien outputs
vinyl revival and the fact thar DAC seventies when the hi-fi market was products tend to offer a o
separates are now so central to hi-f at its peak. Even more surprising is blend of strengths and weaknesses to o ﬁm
systems. Another thing that 1 truly that its new products are styled in British ones. Because of their larger
didn't envisage was the retum of the n remarkably similar way - which production volumes, economies of O TunerandCD

Japanese consumer electronics glants
1o the two-channel stereo market
There was a perind around the rum
of the millennium when it looked

like big companies from Japan were
getting out of hi-fi, leaving the market
to smaller specialists. Now though,
they're seriously back in business -

as Yamaha proves here.
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shows the crisp timelessness of those
original amps, tuners and cassete
decks. The company has just
Inunched three new integrateds — the
£2,000 A-S1200, £3,000 A-52200 and
the £5,000 A-S3200 that you set
here, plus the matching £8,200
INS-3000 speaker. These join the
recently inrroduced wop-end 5000

scale sometimes mean that slightly
more expensive companents can be
used - although this is often spent on
the casework instead. UK designs are
usually the brainchild of one gifted
individual, whereas Japanese ones
tend to be done more by committee.
The result is thar one breed is not
necessarily berrer than the other, but
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On the outside, we're treated to a
characteristic Yamaha fascia panel
in beautiful brushed aluminium,
complete with the sort of switchgear
it was using four decades ago, and
two large, brightly lit central power
meters, [n the seventies people
seoffed ar these because they
weren'r particularly useful, thanks o
the slow ballistics of the needles, yet
thevre a lovely retro touch — and the
A-53200's meters have a switchable
peak mode. Despite this amplifier
having a plethora of features, its fine

A textbook example
of alarge, full-feature
amplifier fromthe
land of the rising sun

ergonomics are such that the front
panel doesn't feel excessively
crowded. 1ts available in a choice of
black or silver, with polished piano
black sides; the quality of finish is
absolutely superb for the money,

A front panel headphone socker (s
offered, complete with ‘trim’ level
control, There's switching for two
sets of speakers and a choice of peak
or VU settings, plus a dim function,
The usual bass, reble and balance
knobs are present and correct (with
centre detemts), and there's o large
volume knob to the upper right of
the fascia with a lovely butter-
smooth action, The main input
selector offers a choice between two
unbalanced RCA line inputs, two
balanced XLR ins, CD, tuner and
phono. The ‘main direct’ function
bypasses the volume contral,
plus preamp our, line 2 out and
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headphone socket — effectively
turning it into a power amp. There's
also an MM/MC phono preamp
selector, to the right, A muting switch
completes the picture.

Yamaha claims a punchy 100W RMS
per channel into Schm and 150W
into 4, for this Class AB design —
which is more than most people will
ever need. The power comes not via
discrete transistors, but as is the usual
practice these days, MOSFET power
modules, Interestingly, the phono
preamplifier does use discrete
rransistors, and is very neatly laid
out in a separate circuit board using
good-quality components. It would
have been so much easier and
cheaper for Yamaha to have simply
fitted a basic op-amp to do this job -
50 it shows a commendable level of
seriousness about vinyl

Sound quality
Standout facets area crisp, detadled
and precise midband along with
effortess and authaoritative power
delivery. For example, feed the
Yamaha with some punchy eightics
pop from Duran Duran, and Last
Chance On The Stairway comes
ly commanding way
Although not the sort of programme
material you'd immediately classify
as ‘audiophile’, this is still a well
recorded wack from the wwilight years
of analogue. There's a lot going on,
including a gutsy hassline and an
energetic midband. Even ar highish
levels, driving my big Yamaha
NS-1000M loudspeaker, this amp
doesn’t flinch; its bottom end is
powerful and expressive, and never
shows any sign of nunming out of puff
at high volumes on crescendos.
Although the A-53200 never sounds
edgy or volatile, its clean and forensic
midband is subtly tonally ‘well lit’
Heavily modulated nineties electronic
dance proves more palatable than
expected; Nookie's The Sound Of

over in a real

Music doesn’t assault my sensitive
earholes anywhere near as much as
some amps I've heard, the sound
presented with grip, bite and
flare-fiapping hass.

Another key attribute is the
expansive soundstaging; if's able 1o
recreate a cathedral-like recorded
acoustic, at's what was originally
cormunitted to tape in the studio. Large
scale classic rock such as Los Endos
by Genesis really fills the room.

The soundstage pushes very wide
left to right, and is decently three
dimensional oo, Better than many
the A-53200 is able to st up a big
sound. [ am struck by the size and
width of Phil Collins’ drum kit, with

epic pan rolls that punch through
the complex mix. Steve Hacken's
legendary guitar noodling is also
a joy, sounding vital and alive.
Rhythmically the Yamaha is a
bartler. It doesn't quite have the
fluidity and lynicism of some samilarty
priced tube amps, but still makes
music engaging and lively, This is
achieved in two ways; firstly its
midband has formidable ransient
speed, with a great thythmic snap
the proceedings. Secondly, the bass
is big and solid, bur imporantly has
next to no overhang. There's none of
that spongy sensation that gives a
pleasant bloom to proceedings, yet
which slurs one note into the next
For these reasons, | find subtle pop
SONgs The Dolphin Brothers'
Carch The Fall sound surprisingly
infectious through this bruiser. This
big integrared amplifier is fast,
detniled and lithe enough 10 make
even relatively intricate music sound
like it has a ruison d'étre.

Conclusion

This accomplished performer succeeds

through its breadth and de;
ability, rather than exceeding in one

parmicular area. It's a highly capable
all-rounder, and many will love its
snappy sound and gutsy demeanour
The only downside s its presentation
lacks the more gentle, fluid character
of some similarly priced valve amps
and solid-state designs. As ever, this
comes down 10 taste - 5o prospective
purchasers should sudition it il atall
possible. Factor in its superb build,
neat styling and overall air of quality,
and 1 can’t help but be seriously
impressed. Although expensive, the
A-53200 offers fine valne for money ®
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Q&A

Simon Feben-Harknett

AV Product Specialist, Yomaha

A

DP: Why did Yamaha re-anter the
premium hi-fi two channel market?
SFH: The new lineup of A-53200,
A-52200 and A-S1200 integrated
ampiifiers follows in the footsteps of
the C-5000 preamp and M-5000
power amphfier, released late 2018,
Preenium hifi has always been
recognised as the best way to
experience music at home. Yamaha
has seen a consistent interest in this
and it accounts for over a quarter of
our global business

How did the A-3200 come about?
It was designed by a team of Yamaha
engineers, comprising of four
electrical, two mechanical and one
software. As we had already learnt

a ot from the development of the
C-5000 and M-5000 prefpower
setup, the A-53200 took ane year
and three manths to creats

Whereis it manufactured?

Its madle by Yamaha Electronics
Manufacturing in Malaysia: this s

just one of many Yamaha factories
workdwide, responsible for audio
equipment and service parts, which
we own and operate with Yamaha
staff 1o ensure the highest quality
control standards ant met. Being a
lnrge and historical company such as
‘Yamaha brings benefits in terma of
resaarch and developmeant, specialist
manufaciuring and the inheritance of
knowledge. We have high-powered
computer simulation facilities and

a number of inhouse specialist
manufacturing resources reachly
available - such as woodworking,
tooling, metal processing, product
pracess and others. This gives us

the ability 1o turm an idea into reality
with very lttle outside help. Our

k led I sudio spans over B0

years, over this time we were able to
collect valuable experiences and
expertise within this field.
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