


Enter the marvelous world of music realism! 

The Astell&Kern is the ultimate portable high-fidelity audio system  

capable of studio mastering quality sound (MQS). 
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What is MQS (Mastering Quality Sound)?  

What is MQS? The maximum of 24bit, 192kHz high-quality 

sound is considered studio-quality. 
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What is the MQS Portable System? 

The MQS Portable System is a portable sound system  

that does not need to encode MQS files for playback. 

Source Frequency Analysis Comparison 
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Astell&Kern? 

The Astell&Kern MQS Portable System, the Ultimate 

Portable Hi-fi music player 

Studio Mastering Sound 

(MQS)  

Specification 

24bit, 192kHz 

MQS Portable System  

Astell&Kern Standard  

Specification  

24bit, 192kHz 

• Astell&Kern matches 100% of Hi-Fi Audio specifications 

• Equipped with the world’s first portable Wolfson WM8740 24bit, 192kHz high-performance DAC 

• Additional external Optical DAC feature 

• A drawing equalizer (EQ) easily manipulated by the fingertips 

• User Interface with an analog feel 

Astell&Kern Features 
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Astell&Kern meets the 5 criteria of Hi-Fi Audio 

Although the Astell&Kern is a portable product, it satisfies the demanding standards of hi-fi audio. 
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Astell&Kern Compared with Other Hi-Fi Products 
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Astell&Kern equipped with the Wolfson WM8740 DAC 

The world’s highest performing 24bit/192kHz stereo DAC 

The Astell&Kern is the world’s first portable device equipped with the Wolfson WM8740 DAC. Users familiar with 

LINN, ARCAM, and other high-end audio equipment (AV Receivers) actually have been listening to the Wolfson 

WM8740 high-performance 24bit/192kHz Stereo DAC at home.  

 

 24bit/192kHz, SNR, THD+N → HI-FI Audio Spec 
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Use the Astell&Kern with external optical DACs! 

The Astell&Kern can be used in combination or act as an external DAC via the Optical In/Out function. 

Equipped with the world’s first Wolfson WM8740 DAC in a portable device, use the Optical in/out function in the 

Astell&Kern as an external DAC. Connect the Astell&Kern to a laptop, PC, or a CD Player that supports an external 

optical DAC. Play CDs and music tracks in PCs for significantly improved sound quality with radiance and realism. 



www.iriver.com www.astellnkern.com 

96GB of Total memory 

The Astell&Kern is equipped with dual Micro SD card slots and supports up to 96GB of storage space. 

To playback large MQS music tracks, it is essential to have large enough storage space in the Astell&Kern. With 32GB 

of built-in internal memory and the dual 32GB high-speed Micro SD card slots, a total of 96GB of music files can be 

saved on the Astell&Kern. 
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A Touch Equalizer Controlled by a Single Swipe 

Practical EQ to Determines the Change in Frequency Response 

Use the touch interface of the built-in 5-band equalizer to delicately find the tone you desire. In addition, 

touch the screen to finely adjust the value of each band.  
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UI with an Integrated Touch Screen and Control Buttons 

The Astell&Kern presents an intuitive interface experience through a combination of touchscreen 

and control buttons. 
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A Refined Design with an Analog Feel 
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A solid and refined  
Aluminum body An analog volume wheel 

felt through your 
fingertips 

• A brushed aluminum body with superior craftsmanship 

       The brushed aluminum poresfinish represents a deep and refined craftsmanship  

       not traditionally found in a combination. 

 

• The sensitive analog feel of the volume wheel 

        The Astell&Kern is a digital device with an analog ambiance.  

        The volume wheel also provides analog musical inspirations that  

        are not often found on typical push-button volume controls 
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Astell&Kern value & potential 
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The response of market is crazier than we’ve been expecting 

People that understand the value of hi-def music doesn’t hesitate a bit.  

• 4inch cable from iPod to DAC costs U$50~100 

• DAC costs around U$400 ~ 3,000 

• All together, it weighs at least 2Kg or heavier   Astell&Kern can replace it all. 

• Over 50 units sold within 3 hours, during the launching event in Korea and Japan.  

 

We are about to see the start of big change of music industry.  

vs. 
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